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Be Part of DreamTables 2025 Planning Team at Grace 
After a season of looking up and out—praying together for God’s new 
possibilities and divine direction through our Grace Breakthrough 
Prayer—what comes next? It’s time to gather and name what the Spirit 
may be saying and doing.  

Be part of a team that will train with leaders from the Innovation 
Center of United Theological Seminary to plan an all-church event at 
Grace called DreamTables. This will be a church-wide gathering for 
the people of Grace to recognize, share, and name the stirrings and 
invitations from the Holy Spirit. Together, we will sift our collective 
sense of call and begin shaping next steps in faithful response to our 
breakthrough prayers. 

The team will train together in person at the church, with a leader of 
the Innovation Center joining us via Zoom. The training dates are:    

TUESDAYS at 5:00PM to 6:30PM  
• Session 1 - Tuesday, September 9 
• Session 2 - Tuesday, September 30 
• Session 3 - Tuesday, October 14 
• Session 4 - Tuesday, November 4 

Register at peopleofgrace.org/dreamtables.  

Grace Breakthrough Prayer:  

A group of prayer warriors got together back in late 2021 to explore a 
book called Flood Gates by Sue Nilson Kibbey. The following spring 
the team spent time with each group in the church to explain and 
teach the idea of ‘breakthrough prayer,’ praying for God to enter our 
lives in an extraordinary way. The team developed a ‘breakthrough 
prayer’ for Grace that we have used in worship for the last 3 years. 

Almighty God, the people of Grace long to fulfill your purpose for 
us.  Holy Spirit, show us the way in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

In This Issue 
• Prayer Walk Update 
• Fall Concerts at Grace 
• How Can I Keep from Singing/Ringing? 
• Mission in Motion 
• Trunk or Treat & Phantom of the Pipes! 
• Fall Kick-Off and Family Orientation 
• Small Groups and Fellowship 
                     …and much more!

Welcome Weekend  
Pop On In and Get the Scoop at 
Grace on Sunday, September 14 
(all morning between services) 

Kick off the school year and fall 
season with a sweet celebration! Join 
us after any of our worship services 

and build your own ice cream 
sundae and enjoy fresh hot popcorn! 
Discover all the exciting opportunities 

coming up this fall at Grace Church. 
From children’s and youth ministries 

to small groups, music, outreach 
opportunities, spiritual formation 

classes, and worship events — 
come get the inside scoop on how 

you and your family can gather, grow, 
and go this season. Bring your sweet 
tooth, your curiosity, and a friend or 
two. There’s a place for everyone at 

Grace! 

http://peopleofgrace.org/dreamtables
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Prayer Walk Update
The Grace Prayer Walk was recently refreshed! Located directly across the parking lot from the main church entrance, 
it is dedicated in memory of Les Pauls. New mulch has been added and the stones leveled. Please check out this 
wonderful place for peaceful reflection.

If you ever wander to the back of the church, you will see a modest garden with a sign 
that says Natural Grace Garden. This garden in no way rivals the beautiful gardens that 
Betty Long and her team of volunteers nourish to make the church grounds a garden 
showplace. In fact, it’s fair to point out that Betty’s gardens are in fact “natural” as well—
there’s not a single artificial flower to be found—but the garden at the back of the 
church features native plants, most of which attract pollinators. 
History of Natural Grace Garden 
The garden tended by Church & Society was started over 15 years ago, when we 
initially aimed to grow and harvest vegetables for Loaves and Fishes. A wire fence was 
erected to protect the harvest. Later, we planted sunflowers to brighten the space. In 
years when the sunflowers survived birds, squirrels, and wind storms, the sunflower 
heads were packaged as winter wildlife-feeding and sustainable gifts at Mistletoe 
Market every year. 
In 2020, Church & Society added many types of native pollinators to the garden—
Asclepias tuberosa and incarnata (noninvasive milkweed), Monarda (bee balm), Liatris 
scariosa (Northern blazing star), Rudbeckia (black-eyed Susan), and Echinacea 
(coneflower). In late June through August, you could see monarch and swallowtail 
butterflies flitting above the garden like they were auditioning for a Walt Disney 
movie. In 2021, Church & Society hosted an educational program for children to teach 
them how to create their own butterfly gardens, and about the benefits of native 
pollinators. During and after COVID, garden maintenance was mostly limited to 
keeping the area weeded, and planting new sunflowers every season.  
We’re Back! 
In May 2025, Church & Society removed the fencing around the garden and readied 
the garden for renewed vigor of the bee balm, coneflowers, black-eyed Susans, 
milkweed, and coneflowers. The blazing star didn’t survive the intervening seasons. 
This year we plan to add signs that identify the plants, as well as explain the benefits of 
tending a plot of native plants for the purpose of attracting pollinators.  
We invite everyone to the back of the church to check out Natural Grace Garden!   
Note in Memoriam: Many people have contributed to the preparation and maintenance 
of the garden. One of the most enthusiastic and dependable workers was Bob Schmitt, 
whose inexhaustible contributions and positivity will be forever missed.

Natural Grace Garden – Better Than Ever 
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Chorus of DuPage Summer Dreamin’ Concert 
Saturday, August 23 at 3:00PM 
If you enjoy the energy and soaring harmony of barbershop music, you'll want to 
mark Saturday, August 23 on your calendar when Naperville's popular Chorus of 
DuPage (COD) hosts its Summer Dreamin’ show in our Sanctuary at 3:00PM.  
The 40-voice chorus -- which includes our own Tom Jones -- will perform fun and 
nostalgic tunes from the Beach Boys, the Everly Brothers, and much more, in keeping 
with the celebration of summertime theme. The unique, a cappella show will also 
feature two award-winning quartets -- Stiletto and Instant Classic. Grace's Kim Blair is 
a member of Stiletto.  
In addition, Grace will host an ensemble from COD on Sunday, August 17 at our 
10:30AM worship service as our guests to perform special music that morning.   
Instant Classic, from Indianapolis, is a former international quartet champion of the 
Barbershop Harmony Society. Stiletto was named the Midwest champion for the 
Sweet Adelines organization in 2023 and is a highly-popular performing group in 
Naperville and around Chicagoland.  
Tickets for the August 23 concert are $20 for adults and $15 for students and can be 
purchased online at chorusofdupage.com/SummerShow2025 or by calling 
331.444.2740. Early purchase is suggested, as tickets and seating are available on a 
first-come, first-served basis. 

You’re Invited - Upcoming Concerts at Grace 

NaperVoice Fall Concert 
Gather in Gratitude 4: A Feast of Seasons on Sunday, November 16 at 4:00PM 
The fourth in the annual offering of Gather In Gratitude concerts just before the Thanksgiving 
holiday will include a variety of new repertoire for this performance from classical, folk, jazz, and musical 
theater genres. The choral works will each reflect the seasons of the year and comment on the seasons 
of our own lives. Composers will include Giovanni Croce, Elaine Hagenberg, Marques Garrett, John 
Rutter, Reena Esmail, and Shawn Kirchner. Grace's mighty pipe organ will accompany several of the 
selections, and a young dancer will interpret two works through movement. 

NaperVoice, a fully auditioned choir composed of 36 professional and volunteer singers from more than twenty Chicago-area 
communities, is conducted by Philip Spencer, Founding Conductor/Artistic Director, and accompanied by Collaborative 
Percussionist Shelley May Hutchison, and Collaborative Pianist/Organist Dr. Zachary Zwahlen. Proceeds will benefit this concert's 
designated local service organization, Literacy DuPage, a nonprofit that provides free, customized English tutoring to help adult 
learners reach their life skill goals. Tickets may be purchased online at napervoice.org. 

Save the Date! Planning is underway for a mass chorus Christmas program at 
Grace Church on December 6 and December 7, that will involve 
multiple choruses and as many as 75 voices sharing the Christmas story and 
several classic tunes of the season. Stay tuned for more details!

20th Anniversary Organ Concert 
Sunday, November 9 at 4:00PM 
She’s Turning 20… and You’re Invited to the Celebration!  
Our beloved Reuter pipe organ — Opus 2222 (3 manuals, 41 glorious ranks) — is hitting a major milestone: 
20 years of music, majesty, and ministry! Join us for a special 20th Anniversary Organ Concert on Sunday, 
November 9 at 4:00PM. In addition to our gifted principal organist, Josè Rosado, we’re bringing back 
several of the talented musicians who have graced the bench over the past two decades, as well, for a 

joyful, powerful 60-minute musical celebration. Come early! From 3:15PM to 3:45PM, enjoy a pre-concert talk that takes you 
behind the scenes into the story of this incredible instrument — how it came to be, how it sings, and why it still inspires. And stay 
after! The Organ Celebration Committee will serve up light refreshments in the Gathering Space immediately following the 
concert. Curious about the original celebration? Click here to view the program from our Consecration Concert on November 13, 
2005. (The mighty Reuter organ will also be featured in several special Trunk-or-Treat mini-concerts on Wednesday, October 22. 
More information and registration can be found at peopleofgrace.org/treats.)

https://www.peopleofgrace.org/_files/ugd/dd05ad_a499d02370674c8c8d86dc8222726e91.pdf
http://peopleofgrace.org/treats
https://www.chorusofdupage.com/SummerShow2025
http://napervoice.org
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Adult Group 
Name Rehearsal Date/Time Primary Worship Director

Chancel Choir Thursdays  
7:00PM to 8:30PM Sanctuary

10:30AM 
Weekly

Dr. Peter Jarjisian 
peter.jarjisian@peopleofgrace.org

Grace Praise Team Tuesdays 
7:30PM to 9:00PM Activity Ctr

9:00AM  
Weekly

Lynn Leitzen 
lynn.Leitzen@peopleofgrace.org

Grace Bell 
Ensemble

Wednesdays 
7:00PM to 8:30PM Room 161

8:00AM 
1st Sunday of the month

Debbie John 
debbie.john@peopleofgrace.org

New Life Singers Wednesday prior to 3rd 
Sunday worship

8:00AM  
3rd Sunday of the month

Shelly Drescher 
shelly.drescher@peopleofgrace.org

Children/Youth 
Group Name Rehearsal Date/Time Primary Worship Director

Treble Tikes 
(Pre-K w/ 
caregiver)

Thursdays  
1:00PM Room 122

none Lynn Leitzen 
lynn.Leitzen@peopleofgrace.org

Cherub Choir 
(K-3rd grade)

Wednesdays 
5:00PM to 6:00PM Room 232

1x/month, typically 
10:30AM

Sue Riedinger 
sue.riedinger@peopleofgrace.org

Junior Singers 
(4th to 7th grade)

Wednesdays 
5:00PM to 6:00PM Room 171

1x/month, typically 
10:30AM

Lynn Leitzen 
lynn.Leitzen@peopleofgrace.org

Joyful Ringers 
(4th to 12th grade)

Wednesdays  
4:00PM to 5:00PM Room 160

1x/month, typically 10:30 Debbie John 
debbie.john@peopleofgrace.org

Youth Choir 
(8th to 12th grade)

Thursdays 
6:00PM to 7:00PM Room 161

1x/month Shelly Drescher 
shelly.drescher@peopleofgrace.org

Ring Tones 
(Advanced high 
school/adult)

Sundays 
7:30PM Room 160

2x/yr Debbie John 
debbie.john@peopleofgrace.org

Would you like to be part of a friendly and supportive group of people here at Grace? Did you play an 
instrument at some point in your life, and you are looking for a way to still participate in music? Do you have 
any interest in learning how to ring handbells? 
Grace Bell Ensemble is excited to welcome new ringers to our choir! 
• Adults rehearse every Wednesday at 7:00PM to 8:30PM. Performances are the first Sunday of every month. 
• Youth (4th grade and older) rehearse every Wednesday at 4:00PM to 5:00PM. Performances are spread throughout the year. 
Ringers who don’t want to make a weekly commitment are encouraged to join our list of substitute ringers. It’s important that we 
have all the notes covered for every rehearsal and every performance, so we need substitutes who are willing to fill in for those 
vacant spots when needed. You can choose how often you ring. 
If you are brand new to bells or even just to reading music, our director is happy to work with anyone who has interest. Once you 
have the basics down, you will be paired with an experienced bell ringer who will help you every step of the way. We won’t ask you 
to perform with the group until you feel comfortable doing so. Any questions? Reach out to the director, Debbie John, for more 
information at debbie.john@peopleofgrace.org.

Come Ring with Us!

Grace offers many opportunities for God’s children of all ages to join the song, whether singing or 
ringing. Check out the list of choirs below. All choirs resume the week of Labor Day, but seasonal 
participation and subs are also welcome. Questions? Contact the choir’s director or Lynn Leitzen at 
lynn.Leitzen@peopleofgrace.org. 
Children and Youth Registration: peopleofgrace.org/register  
Adult Registration: peopleofgrace.org/adultgroups 

Join A Choir! 

mailto:lynn.Leitzen@peopleofgrace.org
http://peopleofgrace.org/register
http://peopleofgrace.org/adultgroups
mailto:peter.jarjisian@peopleofgrace.org
mailto:lynn.Leitzen@peopleofgrace.org
mailto:debbie.john@peopleofgrace.org
mailto:shelly.drescher@peopleofgrace.org
mailto:lynn.Leitzen@peopleofgrace.org
mailto:sue.riedinger@peopleofgrace.org
mailto:lynn.Leitzen@peopleofgrace.org
mailto:debbie.john@peopleofgrace.org
mailto:shelly.drescher@peopleofgrace.org
mailto:debbie.john@peopleofgrace.org
mailto:debbie.john@peopleofgrace.org


Top 10 Reasons to Join a Church Choir 
1. Serve God Through Music 

Singing in the choir is a meaningful way to worship and use your talents to glorify God. 
2. Deepen Your Faith 

Preparing and singing sacred music often leads to deeper reflection on scripture and spiritual truths. 
3. Build a Spiritual Community 

Choir members form close bonds and support each other, creating a family-like fellowship within the church. 
4. Enhance Worship for Others 

Your singing helps lead the congregation in worship, setting a tone of reverence and celebration. 
5. Learn and Grow Musically 

Whether you're a beginner or experienced, choir improves vocal skills, music reading, and overall musicality. 
6. Be Part of Something Bigger 

Choir offers a sense of belonging to a team, contributing to a larger purpose beyond yourself. 
7. Relieve Stress and Boost Joy 

Singing releases endorphins and helps reduce anxiety—plus, it's just plain fun! 
8. Create Lasting Traditions 

From brass-filled Easter hymns to candle-lit Christmas Eves, choir involvement becomes part of cherished seasonal memories. 
9. Be Encouraged and Encouraging 

Choir rehearsals are often uplifting spaces where members inspire one another with kindness and prayer. 
10. Answer the Call to Use Your Gifts 

If you have a voice, it's a gift worth sharing—and the choir is a perfect place to do just that.
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How Can I Keep From Singing/Ringing? 

August Is National Make A Will Month:  
A Time to Reflect and Plan 
August is National Make A Will Month, a time dedicated to encouraging individuals to take the important step of creating or 
updating their wills. This month serves as a reminder of the significance of having a will in place to ensure that your wishes are 
honored and your loved ones are taken care of after you're gone. 
Creating a will is not just about distributing your assets; it's about making thoughtful decisions that reflect your values and 
priorities. One meaningful way to do this is by including Grace Church Foundation as a beneficiary.  

Supporting Your Spiritual Community 
Grace United Methodist Church has likely been a source of spiritual guidance, community, and support throughout your life. By 
including Grace Church in your will, you can help ensure that it continues to thrive and provide these essential services to 
others. Your legacy can contribute to the church's mission, programs, and outreach efforts, making a lasting impact on the 
community. 

Promoting Long-Term Sustainability 
Our church relies on donations and bequests to fund our operations and maintain the facilities. By designating a portion of your 
estate to Grace Church Foundation, you can help secure its financial future. This support can enable the church to plan for long-
term projects, expand its services, and continue to be a source of hope and faith for generations to come. 

Taking Action 
National Make A Will Month is the perfect time to take action. If you haven't already, consider creating a will or updating your 
existing one. Consult with a legal professional to ensure that your wishes are clearly documented and legally binding. As you 
reflect on your legacy, think about the causes and institutions that matter most to you, and consider how you can support them 
through your estate planning. 
To include Grace United Methodist Church Foundation in your plans, use our legal name Grace United Methodist Church 
Foundation and our Federal Tax ID Number: 36-3912854. 

If you have already included Grace Church Foundation in your will, please contact Charles Gregory, Chair, Grace Church 
Foundation Board, at foundation@peopleofgrace.org.   

mailto:foundation@peopleofgrace.org
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Grace UMC is a loving, caring, nurturing community striving to help provide resources in under resourced 
communities by answering the call of Jesus Christ to be his hands & feet through missions. Please find here a 
calendar, indicating missions put in place for the coming year. If you have a mission and you’d like to partner with our 
congregation, please complete the Mission Form at peopleofgrace.org/missionrequest so we may continue to keep 
our mission calendar updated. Questions may be directed to Gaye Lynn Loufek at 
gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org.  

Here’s what’s coming up in the 2025-2026 season: 

July 2025 (Food Pantry: Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry) 
7/14 to 7/18/25	 VBC Mission Recipient RAO 25 (school supplies, backpacks) 

August 2025 (Food Pantry: Marie Wilkinson Food Pantry) 
7/27 to 8/10/25 	 Indian Prairie School District 204 School Supplies/Backpacks (All Church) 
8/9/2025	 Racial Justice Committee RAO 25 Back to School Fair 
8/12/2025	 Hesed House 
8/31/2025	 5th Sunday Appeal United Voices for Children 

September 2025 (Food Pantry: Common Pantry) 
9/9/2025	 Hesed House 

October 2025 (Food Pantry: Loaves & Fishes) 
10/14/2025	 Hesed House 
10/15/2025	 Harvest Home 
10/19/2025	 CROP Hunger Walk 

November 2025 (Food Pantry: Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry) 
11/8/2025	 Mistletoe Marketplace 
11/11/2025	 Hesed House 
11/23/2025	 Feed the Need: Noisy Offering 
11/30/2025	 Kids Above All Christmas Gifts 
11/30/2025	 5th Sunday Appeal United Voices for Children 

December 2025 (Food Pantry: Marie Wilkinson Food Pantry) 
12/7/2025	 Kids Above All Christmas Gifts 
12/9/2025	 Hesed House 

January 2026 (Food Pantry: Common Pantry) 
1/13/2026	 Hesed House 

February 2026 (Food Pantry: Loaves & Fishes) 
2/8/2026	 Soup-er Bowl of Caring 
2/10/2026	 Hesed House 
2/13/2026	 Youth Summer Missions: Galentine’s Tea 

March 2026 (Food Pantry: Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry) 
3/1/2026	 Side x Side Orange Envelopes 
3/10/2026	 Hesed House 
3/29/2026	 5th Sunday Appeal 
TBD	 	 Feed the Need 

April 2026 (Food Pantry: Marie Wilkinson Food Pantry) 
4/14/2026	 Hesed House 
4/26/2026	 Youth Summer Missions Holy Smokes Bar-B-Q 

May 2026 (Food Pantry: Common Pantry) 
5/12/2026	 Hesed House 
5/31/2026	 Youth Summer Missions Suds on Sunday Car Wash 

June 2026 (Food Pantry: Loaves & Fishes) 
6/6 to 6/14/26  	 Youth Summer Missions Side x Side Mission Trip 
6/9/2026	 Hesed House 

July 2026 (Food Pantry: Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry) 
TBD	 	 Vacation Bible Camp 

Mission in Motion 

http://peopleofgrace.org/missionrequest
mailto:gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org
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Support Hesed House  
Grace Church has been supporting Hesed House since the early 1980s. Located south of downtown Aurora, it is the second 
largest homeless shelter in Illinois. We have been providing hot dinner, hot breakfast, and sack lunches on the second Tuesday/
Wednesday each month. We have also been donating urgent items, such as personal products, sheets, towels, etc. Hesed House 
opened an expanded facility in December. We are now regularly serving 240 guests. With this higher need for food, we want to 
increase this ministry’s visibility and the opportunity for more of the Grace family to participate. 
Here is how you can help: 
• Sign up to contribute specific groceries on the second Tuesday of the month from a list and drop off at church. Find the list and 

sign-up at peopleofgrace.org/hesed. 
• Sign up to help cook and/or serve on the second Tuesday of the month at Grace Church kitchen or at Hesed House. See the 

specific needs and sign-up at peopleofgrace.org/hesed. 
• Donate to the Grace Church Hesed House fund which pays for the remaining grocery needs 

(groceries that are not donated) at peopleofgrace.org/give and selecting "Hesed House." 
• Donate personal care items from Hesed House “current needs” list at hesedhouse.org. 
• Pray for those who have no home and need our help. 

Visit peopleofgrace.org/missions for additional information. If you have any questions, contact 
Larry Hartman at LEHartman@sbcglobal.net. 

Each month, please give generously to Grace’s Love Loaf at the Welcome Desk or by donating via Push Pay at peopleofgrace.org/
give and choosing the "Love Loaf" option. Below are the recipients of the collections for August, September, and October. Learn 
more at peopleofgrace.org/missions. 

August 2025 Pantry Collection 
This month's collection benefits Marie Wilkinson Pantry in Aurora. They report the summer demand for food is higher 
since children aren't in school and can't rely on free meal programs to keep them nourished. For every $1 donated, 
they purchase $8 of Northern IL Food Bank food and they greatly rely on their Food Rescue programs from local 
farmers and grocery stores. Our support is appreciated so please give generously to the Love Loaf via Push Pay. 

September 2025 Pantry Collection 
This month's collection benefits Common Pantry in Chicago. Like other food pantries, they are facing a critical 
challenge with rising food prices and public benefits many guests depend on, like SNAP or Medicaid, are at risk of 
being slashed. New families are turning to the pantry for the first time to make ends meet. They really appreciate our 
continued support. Every dollar counts, so please give generously to the Love Loaf via Push Pay.  

October 2025 Pantry Collection 
This month’s collection benefits Loaves and Fishes. They offer their registered clients several shopping choices. They 
can visit a L&F Distribution site to shop for food in a grocery market setting or pick up pre-packed groceries on certain 
evenings/Saturday mornings or order groceries on-line and pick them up at certain sites. Deliveries are also made to 
homebound seniors at various low-income apartment locations. They appreciate our support so please give 
generously. 

Support Monthly Food Pantry Collection 

Support the Naperville Area CROP Hunger Walk 
Weekend to Step Up. Set Up. Show Up. October 17 to 19. 
Set Up – Join the team to set up with prep and packing before the event. Visit peopleofgrace.org/cropwalkneeds to help 
organize the food and set up the stations for packing food on Friday, October 17 or Saturday, October 18. 
Show Up – Show up to serve on The Naperville Area CROP Hunger Walk Day, October 19 from 10:00AM to 10:30AM by 
helping with bag assembly. Visit peopleofgrace.org/cropwalkneeds to sign up to help, or visit peopleofgrace.org/cropwalk to 
sign up to walk with Grace Church. The walk kicks off at 12:30PM on October 19. 
Step Up – Step up and out to make a donation to help fight hunger locally and globally. Last year, the Naperville Area CROP 
Hunger Walk raised an incredible $52,951 to help end hunger. Grace UMC contributed $10,649 — the most of any participating 
church! This year, let’s reach our church goal of $10,750 and walk in love and generosity.  

	 Ways to Give: 
• Online: Visit our CWS fundraising page at peopleofgrace.org/cropwalk  
• In Person: Envelopes are available at church for cash or checks made to “CWS/CROP” 
• PushPay Option: Donate using PushPay and select the CROP Walk dropdown at 

peopleofgrace.org/give 

http://peopleofgrace.org/hesed
http://peopleofgrace.org/hesed
http://peopleofgrace.org/give
http://hesedhouse.org
http://peopleofgrace.org/missions
mailto:LEHartman@sbcglobal.net
http://peopleofgrace.org/cropwalkneeds
http://peopleofgrace.org/cropwalkneeds
http://peopleofgrace.org/cropwalk
http://peopleofgrace.org/cropwalk
http://peopleofgrace.org/give
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/give
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/give
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/give
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/give
http://peopleofgrace.org/missions


Trunk-or-Treat & Phantom of the Pipes  
Wednesday, October 22 from 6:00PM to 7:30PM - Register at peopleofgrace.org/treats   
All children ages 0-12 are invited to come to the lower lot parking of Grace UMC on Wednesday, October 22. Trunk-or-Treat will 
begin at 6:30PM, with a low sensory option from 6:00PM to 6:30PM. Vehicles will be decorated, and each vehicle will have treats 
to share. Non-violent costumes are welcome and encouraged. The event is free but we are requesting all who will be attending to 
register so we may prepare appropriately. 

NEW THIS YEAR! Phantom of the Pipes! (Spooky Pipe Organ Mini-Concert & Discovery Tour) 
What a great way to check out our Sanctuary and learn more about the beautiful organ we have. Dare to Discover the Phantom of 
the Pipes? Join us for a Spooky Pipe Organ Mini-Concert & Discovery Tour! As part of this year’s Trunk-or-Treat, we’re celebrating 
the 20th anniversary of our magnificent Reuter pipe organ—and you’re invited to step into the shadows of the Sanctuary for a 
magical musical adventure! 
What to Expect: 
Enter if you dare for a 10-minute guided tour filled with spine-tingling tunes, surprising sounds, and hands-on fun with our grand 
pipe organ. It’s spooky—but not too spooky—and perfect for curious kids and the young at heart! 
Tour Times: 

• 5:45PM – Low-sensory option 
• 6:15PM, 6:45PM, 7:15PM – Regular tours 

(Each tour is limited to 20 child-participants and their accompanying adult(s).) 
Details: 

• Recommended for ages 3 and up. 
• All attendees must register at peopleofgrace.org/treats.  
• Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
• Spots will vanish fast—register early to secure your place in this one-of-a-kind Halloween treat! 
• Questions, please contact Lynn Leitzen at lynn.Leitzen@peopleofgrace.org.  

Trunk-or-Treat Vehicles Needed 
Trick-or-Treat “trunk-style”! Volunteers are needed to provide a “trunk” for our little ghouls and goblins to visit on Wednesday, 
October 22 from 6:00PM to 7:30PM on the lower lot of Grace. Please visit peopleofgrace.org/trunks to register your vehicle. 
Help us surpass last year’s goal of 30 vehicles!!!!! ALL candy will be provided to each vehicle; all you have to do is bring your 
decorated vehicle. Questions may be directed to Gaye Lynn Loufek at gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org. 

GRACE NOTES NEWSLETTER | FALL EDITION 2025	 9

Fun For All Ages!

The two events are 
free but PLEASE 

REGISTER so we may 
plan appropriately.  

Outdoor Summer Worship 
Sunday, August 3 and Sunday, September 7 at 9:00AM 
Bring a chair or blanket and join us on these Sundays in the Summer for Outdoor Worship in the Field! Enjoy music and Holy 
Communion in God's great outdoors as we worship together. In the event of inclement weather, we will meet in the 
Sanctuary. There will be no 8:00AM worship. We will also have 10:30AM worship in the Sanctuary and on livestream.  

Getting to Know Grace 
Sunday, September 28 from 12:00PM to 1:30PM - Register at peopleofgrace.org/gettingtoknowgrace  
We are offering these sessions three times a year for those who want to learn more about our church and how all of the pieces 
work together for us to gather in Christ, grow in love for God and neighbor, and go to share that love in the world. These 
gatherings will include a tour of Grace Church, an overview of our ministries, a look at our of our website and database, guidance 
on how to engage in the life of the church, and a bit about our beliefs and theology. Whether you are a guest seeking more 
information or a longtime member looking for a refresher, you are welcome to bring your questions and join us! A light lunch will 
be provided. Please register to let us know you’re planning to attend! 

Noisy Offering 2025 
Sunday, November 23 — During All Services 
Let’s make some joyful noise for a powerful cause! Grather your coins and save the date for our annual Noisy 
Offering — a spirited children’s music ministry mission that transforms spare change into life-saving meals for 
children around the world. The need is urgent, and your generosity makes a real difference. Our goal? To once 
again reach the Faith Partner giving level of $5,000 for Feed My Starving Children. Mark your calendars now — in 
early 2026, we’ll announce the date for the next Feed the Need MobilePack. In March of this year, nearly 100 kids 
and adults from Grace joined hands with the community at Benedictine University to pack an incredible 800,928 
meals. Volunteers as young as five made an impact! Let’s come together, make some noise, and change lives — 
one coin, one child, one meal at a time.

http://peopleofgrace.org/treats
http://peopleofgrace.org/treats
mailto:lynn.Leitzen@peopleofgrace.org
http://peopleofgrace.org/trunks
mailto:gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org
https://peopleofgrace.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/567/responses/new
https://peopleofgrace.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/567/responses/new
http://peopleofgrace.org/gettingtoknowgrace


GRACE NOTES NEWSLETTER | FALL EDITION 2025	 10

Children & Family Ministry: Growing in Faith as a Family 
As we move through this season of growth and grace, we are reminded of the beautiful truth that faith begins at home. In our 
busy world, it can be easy to let schedules and obligations pull us in many directions—but even the smallest moments of prayer, 
reflection, or simple kindness can bring our families closer to God. 

Faith isn’t something we grow alone—it blossoms in community. And what a beautiful community we have! Whether it’s through 
bedtime prayers, sharing Bible stories over dinner, or joining hands to serve others, each family is a vital part of the tapestry God 
is weaving among us. 

This journey of faith is made even more vibrant thanks to the tireless love and dedication of our amazing volunteers. We want to 
take a moment to express our deepest gratitude to those who serve with joy and compassion in ministries like: 

Faith, Food, and Fun – where faith comes alive through laughter, learning, and shared meals. 
	 Growing in Faith Together (G.I.F.T.) – where families deepen their understanding of God’s Word, side by side. 
	 Sunday Faith Formation – where seeds of faith are planted in young hearts every week. 
	 KinderTot – where even our littlest learners discover that they are loved by God with hands-on activities. 
	 Sunday Funday – where play and purpose meet in a joyful celebration of God’s goodness through a VBC-like setting. 
	 Vacation Bible Camp – where a whole week is dedicated to joyful discovery, faith-filled fun, and unforgettable memories. 
To every volunteer who has taught a lesson, prepared a snack, led a song, wiped a tear, offered a smile, cooked a meal, served 
selflessly—you are the light of Christ to our children and families. Your time, your energy, and your faithfulness do not go 
unnoticed. You help make church a place where our children and families feel safe, seen, and spiritually nurtured. 

As we look ahead, let’s keep encouraging one another to build faith not just on Sundays—but every day. Together, let's seek God 
in ordinary moments and celebrate His extraordinary love. 

With a heart full of gratitude and hope, 
Pastor Kim

Summer Faith Formation for Children 
Faith Formation is so important for our walk with Jesus. Part of Faith Formation includes being in worship 
as a family and learning some of the worship elements. We have enjoyed having the children/youth in 
worship this summer and enjoy the Children’s messages at 9G and 10:30 AM. The nursery is open for 
ages 4 and under if you would like your child to be in nursery. 
  
Here is the rest of the summer schedule for Children and Family Ministry: 
August 4 and September 7 – Outdoor Worship 

August 11, 24, 31 – There will be intentional family-friendly worship components but no Children/Youth Formation Hour. The 
nursery is open for those 4 and under. 

August 17 – Back To School at all three worship services 
It is that time to go back to school. Come to worship and get your backpacks, your purse, man bag, or other personal items 
blessed for a new school year whether you go to school, work at school, work outside the home, or stay at home. Pick up a special 
item to remind you of God during the start of the new school year. It is a time of blessing. Invite students, teachers, and 
administrators you know from school to worship this day. It is also Sunday Funday for the children/youth at 9:15AM. See the 
Sunday Funday section. 

  
All-in-One Registration Form for Children, Youth, and Music 
Register at peopleofgrace.org/register 
Fall is upon us soon. Registration for the new school year is up and open. Please register your 
child/youth for all children and youth programming. This includes Sunday Fundays, KinderTot, 
Confirmation, Sunday mornings, and all of the music options for children and youth.  

Fall Kick-Off Orientation for Children/Youth and Their Families  
Sunday, September 14 from 9:15AM to 10:15AM 
Register at peopleofgrace.org/fallkickoff 
Parents, grandparents, and caregivers, come learn alongside your child/youth about our 
ongoing Children, Youth, and Music Ministries! Ask questions and share what you would like to 
experience through a ministry partnership at Grace.

http://peopleofgrace.org/register
http://peopleofgrace.org/fallkickoff
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Children’s Faith Formation
Sunday Fundays 
9:15AM to 10:15AM on the 3rd Sunday of the month 
Register at peopleofgrace.org/sundayfunday 
Sunday Fun Days are themed Sunday school days that are typically on the 3rd Sunday of the month. These 
are VBS style days. Children 3 years and fully potty trained and up are welcome and invited to Sunday Fun 
Days this fall. Youth are welcome and invited to serve and have fun, too. This is a great time to invite friends 
and neighbors. Please note that November will be Growing in Faith Together (GIFT).  Once your child is 
registered, you will receive a monthly RSVP via our system. 

• August 17 – Back To School 
• September 21 – Fall into Fall 
• October 19 – SERVING with Crop Walk 
• December 21 – Christmas Party 
• January 18 – Snow Day 

Kindertot 
9:30AM to 10:30AM in Room 122  
Register at peopleofgrace.org/kindertot 
Calling all Kids under Kindergarten! Grab your favorite adult (s) and come have some themed winter/bible fun! Each week will 
have a different theme that includes play, music, a story, a prayer, and building relationships with other KinderTots and their 
favorite adults. Friends and neighbors are invited and welcome to be part of the fun. It's a great time to hang out and get to know 
others in a play setting. 

• August 25 – School Fun 
• September 22 – Fall into Fall 
• October 27 – Halloween Fun 

Bible Sunday 
Sunday, September 28 at 10:30AM 
Register at peopleofgrace.org/biblesunday by September 14 

We invite all families to register their kindergarten and 3rd grade students for Bible Sunday on September 14 
during the 10:30AM service. If your child did not receive a Kindergarten Bible and are now in 1st or 2nd grade, or if 
you have a child above 3rd grade that did not receive a Bible, please also register. We will make sure each child 
receives a Bible. Immediately after the Bibles are distributed and blessed in 10:30AM worship, the families are 
asked to head to the Fellowship Hall and participate in Bible navigation games and other activities. We look forward 
to seeing the students and their families! Please register by September 14 so we can have a Bible ready for your 

child.  

Faith, Food, and Fun 
Friday, November 21 from 5:30PM to 7:00PM 
Register at peopleofgrace.org/faithfoodfun  
Mark your calendar for our next Faith, Food and Fun on November 21 from 5:30PM to 7:00PM. You are invited to this all-church 
intergenerational event. This truly is for all ages. More information to come. The cost is $5 per person or $20 per family.  

Growing in Faith Together: Advent 
Sunday, November 16 from 9:15AM to 10:15AM 
Register at peopleofgrace.org/gift  
This event for families with children and/or youth is Sunday, November 16 from 9:15AM to 10:15AM. Parents, Grandparents, and/
or caregivers are invited to the children and youth Faith Formation hour to be with their children/grandchildren/youth. Growing in 
Faith Together (GIFT) is a gift of time for the family unit to learn and practice how to grow in faith together through a hands-on, 
interactive, and fun way to incorporate faith-filled and positive conversations into your daily routines. 

Christmas Adventure 
Saturday, December 6 – Two sessions at 9:00AM and 11:00AM 
Register at peopleofgrace.org/adventure by November 30  
Grab your children, grandchildren, friends, and neighbors for this intergenerational fun morning by going on a Christmas 
ADVENTure to kick off Advent and prepare for Christmas. Enjoy a delicious breakfast, visit with Santa, create a Santa letter, and 
give it to him personally! Don’t forget your phone or camera to take a picture! After Christmas, we will go on an ADVENTure 
seeking Christmas elements along the way. Once there, we will do an ADVENT craft and sing some Christmas carols. There are 
two seating time available at 9:00AM and 11:00AM with limited seating at each session. Tickets are $10 per person. 

• November 24  - Thanksgiving Fun 
• December 22 – Christmas party 
• January 26 – Snow Day

http://peopleofgrace.org/sundayfunday
http://peopleofgrace.org/kindertot
http://peopleofgrace.org/biblesunday
http://peopleofgrace.org/faithfoodfun
http://peopleofgrace.org/gift
http://peopleofgrace.org/adventure
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Welcome to Grace Youth 
Ministry (G.Y.M.) 
All 6th-12th grade youth are invited, encouraged, and welcome to join our 
weekly faith formation opportunities. Grace youth gather on Sundays in Room 
234 from 9:15AM to 10:15AM and on Wednesdays from 6:00PM to 7:30PM. 
Sunday Faith Formation (Sunday School) explores our faith as United Methodists 
as well as what it means to be a pre-teen and/or teen Christian through life 
application, Biblical, and experiential studies. G.Y.M. on Wednesdays is more of a 
youth group setting with food, fellowship, fun, and teen relevant devotion. 

Grace Youth Ministry is always looking for new adults to join our team as teachers 
and volunteers. A passion for youth and teaching with the love of Jesus Christ are 
all that is required. Please contact Gaye Lynn Loufek at 
gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org for more information. We hope you’ll join 
us on Sunday, September 14 for a parent/youth orientation to learn more about 
what is planned for the fall. 

College Care Packages 
With school just around the corner, many of our young adults 
will be heading off to college or entering the military, workforce, 
etc. We LOVE to stay in touch! Please visit peopleofgrace.org/
carepackage to share your contact info for the fall. No matter 
your plans, we look forward to keeping in touch. Who knows, 
you just might find a surprise in your mailbox from time to time. 

Taste of Side x Side 
Have you ever thought about joining the Side x Side Youth Summer Mission trip? 
November 14 will offer an opportunity for many to “check it out” as we offer a 
small taste of what a day feels like. Our hope is that you will find you have gifts to 
share and will want to be part of the team in June of 2026. All who are in 8th 
grade and above are welcome to attend. Watch for more information and a way 
to register soon. Friends & neighbors welcome too! 

  
Holiday Late Night Celebration 
All youth, 6th-12th grade (and adult volunteers) are invited to 
Youth Late Night on Friday, December 12. An evening of food, 
fellowship, and fun from 6:00PM to 10:30PM. Come dressed in 
layers, be sure to bring outdoor “gear,” and a wrapped white 
elephant gift. Please register at peopleofgrace.org/youthretreat 
so we may plan appropriately. Volunteers needed. Please contact 
Gaye Lynn for more information or to volunteer. 

Save the Date - Galentine’s Tea with 
Lucille Ball 
Benefits Youth Summer Missions 
Friday, February 13, 2026 at 1:00PM to 2:30PM at 
Grace Church 
Women of Grace, and friends and neighbors are invited 
to enjoy an afternoon of tea, treats, and Lucille Ball. 
Leslie Goddard, an historic story teller will share the life 
and laughter of Lucille Ball and offer a historical look 
into her amazing life. Tickets are required and will be 
available beginning January 1. All tickets are $30.00 
each and there are 100 seats available. Tables of 8 reservations are available with 
each individual ticket remaining at $30.00/person. Each individual’s name must 
be listed on the registration. The menu for the tea is a set menu. We will make 
every effort to accommodate medically indicated dietary restrictions if we are 
made aware prior to the event. Tickets may be purchased with registration at 
peopleofgrace.org/galentines. Please contact Gaye Lynn Loufek at 
gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org with questions or for more information.

Grace Youth Ministry 
2025/2026 Calendar 

August 
17 	 Sunday Funday 

September 
14 	 Children/Youth Orientation 
14 	 All Church Event 
21, 28 	 Sunday School Resumes 

October 
5, 12, 26 	 Sunday School 
8, 15, 	 G.Y.M Resumes 
19 	 Sunday Funday 
19 	 CROP Walk 
22 	 Trunk-or-Treat 
29	 G.Y.M. (Wacky Wednesday) 

November 
2, 9, 16, 23 Sunday School 
5, 12, 19 	 G.Y.M. 
14 	 Taste of Side x Side Retreat 
26 	 NO G.Y.M. 
30 	 Family Worship 

December 
3,10,17,24,31 	 NO G.Y.M. 
7,14 	 Sunday School 
12 	 Youth Late Night  
21 	 Sunday Funday 
28 	 Family Worship 

January 
4 	 Family Worship 
11, 25 	 Sunday School 
14, 21 	 G.Y.M. 
18 	 Sunday Funday 
28 	 Wacky Wednesday  

February 
1,8,15,22 	 Sunday School 
4,11,25 	 G.Y.M. 
8 	 Soup-er Bowl of Caring 
15 	 Sunday Funday 
18 	 Ash Wednesday Experience 
22 	 Side x Side Kick-off 

March 
1,8,15,22 	 Sunday School 
4,11,18 	 G.Y.M. 
25 	 Holy Week Experience  
29 	 Family Worship 

April 
1 	 NO G.Y.M. (Spring Break) 
5	 Family Worship—Happy Easter! 
8, 15, 22, 29 	 G.Y.M. 
19 	 Sunday Funday 
26 	 Youth Summer Missions Fundr.- 
	 Sunday School Assists 

May 
3, 10, 17 	 Sunday School 
6 	 G.Y.M on Spring Break 
24 	 Family Worship 
31 	 Youth Summer Missions Car 	
	 Wash - Sunday School Assists 

June 
6-14 	 Side x Side Youth Summer 	
	 Mission Trip 
7 	  Sunday School Summer Break 

mailto:gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org
http://peopleofgrace.org/carepackage
http://peopleofgrace.org/carepackage
https://peopleofgrace.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/571/responses/new
http://peopleofgrace.org/galentines
mailto:gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org
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Join a Small Group! 
We have several faith formation opportunities for adults on Sunday mornings and throughout the week. Take a 
one stop shop and sign up for all the faith formation groups by visiting peopleofgrace.org/adultgroups. 

Sunday Morning Groups 
Portico Connections 
Join us Sunday mornings at 9:15AM in Room 231. This is a great group to join if you have children or youth at 9:15AM Faith 
Formation Hour or if you attend the 8:00AM or 10:30AM service, and want an hour of study and fellowship with a great group of 
people. Our next study begins on Sunday, September 21. Join us for a six-week study of Josh Scott's Parables. Everyone is 
welcome! Contact Stefanie Abderhalden at stefanie.abderhalden@gmail.com with any questions. 

Forum Class 
The Forum Class meets on Sunday mornings at 9:15AM in Room 232. This faithful and welcoming group enjoys a spirited study of 
the scriptures as well as presentations from guest speakers, often incorporating discussion and thought-provoking audio/visual 
material. Join us Sundays through September 7 as we discuss N. T. Wright's Studies of the Gospels. Contact Sandy Bray at 
smbray730@gmail.com for more information. 

Hearts on Fire 
Hearts on Fire gathers Sunday mornings at 9:15AM in Room 250 with a welcoming atmosphere to share in fun but challenging 
and meaningful discussions around faith and discipleship. Everyone is welcome to join in the discussion! Contact Bob Pacanowski 
at BPacanowski@FranklinSports.com for more information.   

Questors 
Questors welcomes all adults on Sunday mornings at 9:15AM in Room 254 to participate in presentations/discussions on a variety 
of topics: contemporary living issues, religious history, Biblical studies, etc. Class offers mission and fellowship opportunities. 
Contact Betty Long at b-long6120@sbcglobal.net or Joan Bratton at joan@bratton.com for more information.

Weekday Groups 
Temple Builders  
Temple Builders meets on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 9:00AM in the Activity Center for exercise and strength training. 

Sisters Study 
Sisters Study meets on Mondays at 1:00PM in Room 254. All women are invited to join in the discussion. Our next study will begin 
in September. Stay tuned for more details. Please reach out to Pastor Cindy Marino at cindy.marino@peopleofgrace.org with 
questions.   

Parenting with Grace Mom’s Group 
All moms are welcome on Tuesdays at 7:00PM to 8:15PM in Room 231. Our Fall Study begins September 2, and we will study the 
book, Pumpkin Spice for Your Soul: 25 Devotions for Autumn by Anna Rendell. The season of autumn is both beloved and brief. In 
this book, author Anna E. Rendell encourages you to drink deep and savor this favorite time of year. Each of the 25 days includes a 
Scripture verse, devotion, reflection question, and an ‘extra shot’ (recipes, inspiring quotes, and fun autumn ideas) which are like 
espresso for your soul! Feel free to purchase the book by clicking here or just come for the discussion. If you have questions, 
please contact Stefanie Abderhalden at stefanieabderhalden@gmail.com or Melissa Pomeroy at 
melissa.dawn.pomeroy@gmail.com. Register at peopleofgrace.org/moms. All moms are welcome! 

Reel People Movie Discussion Group  
Reel People Movie Discussion Group meets on the 4th Thursday of the month at 1:00PM to 3:00PM in Room 254. Everyone is 
welcome to join in the lively conversation! 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 
Come join us on Thursday mornings at 9:30AM in both Room 254 and on Zoom. Two Disciple Fast Track 12-week studies for 
2025-2026 will be Letters of Paul, beginning September 18 through December 18. In January through March, we will study Luke-
Acts. Our Disciple Study is a welcoming, warm fellowship. The cost is $20. Register at peopleofgrace.org/adultgroups, or please 
contact either Sandy Bray at braysnap@aol.com or Pastor Doug Bowden at dbowden6@aol.com.        

Racial Justice Team 
At Grace UMC, the Racial Justice Team keeps the call for racial equity at the heart of our community. Grounded in the United 
Methodist Church’s vision of a Beloved Community, we strive to raise awareness, build relationships, and take faithful action 
against racism. 
Our work includes book studies, justice-focused workshops, service partnerships, and support for local and regional initiatives. We 
co-sponsored Grace’s MLK Jr. Celebration Sunday, curated racial justice resources, and share thought-provoking quotes each 
month. We aim to foster reflection and inspire action. 
All are welcome—whether you're exploring or already committed—to join us in this ongoing journey toward love, justice, and 
liberation. The Racial Justice Team meets monthly on the 2nd Monday at 7:00PM to 8:30PM. You can meet in person or virtually. 

mailto:cindy.marino@peopleofgrace.org
https://www.amazon.com/Pumpkin-Spice-Your-Soul-Devotions/dp/194619526X
mailto:stefanieabderhalden@gmail.com
mailto:melissa.dawn.pomeroy@gmail.com
https://peopleofgrace.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/553/responses/new
http://peopleofgrace.org/adultgroups
mailto:braysnap@aol.com
mailto:dbowden6@aol.com
http://peopleofgrace.org/adultgroups
https://www.amazon.com/Parables-Putting-Jesuss-Stories-Their/dp/1791035051
mailto:stefanie.abderhalden@gmail.com
mailto:smbray730@gmail.com
mailto:BPacanowski@FranklinSports.com
mailto:b-long6120@sbcglobal.net
mailto:joan@bratton.com
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Fellowship and Support Groups 
DivorceCare  
Wednesdays at 7:00PM to 9:00PM from September 10 to December 17 (no meeting on November 26) 
Register at peopleofgrace.org/divorcecare  
DivorceCare is a safe place where caring people come alongside you as you find healing from the pain of 
separation or divorce. At this 14-week, video-based support program, you will find helpful counsel to manage the 
emotional turmoil and practical tools for decision making. You will meet others who understand how you are 
feeling and the struggles you are dealing with. You will find that you are not alone and there is hope. Through the 
videos and small group discussion time, you will hear from others who have thought there is nothing to look 
forward to who are now beginning to smile again and find that there is something to look forward to. There will be 
a $10.00 fee which will cover the cost of the books and will be collected at the first meeting.  We will have a special Surviving The 
Holidays group on November 19. If you have questions and for more information, please contact Richard Newell at 
richard.newell@peopleofgrace.org or 630-947-9311.  

Guys Gathering Together  
Guys Gathering Together is a group for men who share common interests. Get out, eat, have fun, and have enjoyable 
conversations about various topics in a casual setting that impact each of us in today's world. Join us Friday, October 10 at 
6:00PM for our next gathering. Stay tuned for details! Contact Bob at BPacanowski@FranklinSports.com with questions. 

Grace Community Builders 
Great news! Grace Community Builders (GCB) is starting group meetings beginning Sunday, October 12. 
Grace Community Builders was conceived as a means to build a stronger sense of community within our 
church. This powerful idea is based on the concept of expanding the personal networks of participants. 
Each network grows as a result of the strong personal relationships that are developed. The greater sense 
of community derives from the deep, multiple connections each Community Builder has within the church. 
Each GCB Group is comprised of six people. Each Community Builder will spend approximately one hour a 
week with one of the other participants in his/her Group over a period of five weeks. A pairing sheet is 
provided which identifies each Community Builder and who she or he will meet with each of the five weeks. 
It includes the phone numbers and email addresses of the participants. 

The weekly meetings are meant to be flexible so that the reasons for not joining a group because of travel schedules or a lack of 
time are minimized. Each meeting is set up between the two people who are planning to meet within the next week. The time and 
place are totally up to each pair.  Many choose to meet in the church Gathering Space. Face to face meetings are preferred, but 
FaceTime and Zoom are also alternatives. What is discussed at the meeting is up to the two participants. Most often the topics 
include a bit of personal history, when each person started attending services at the church and what s/he is involved with in the 
church. Often people find they have many things in common which easily carries the conversation. 
Grace Community Builders is one of the Church’s internal foundational steps that helps equip our members to understand one 
another better and to participate in the outreaches of our church to do the Lord’s work. To sign up for a group or for more 
information, contact Bill Fronk at 913-961-2903 or wcfronk1@gmail.com by Friday, October 3. 

Over 50 Fellowship Group 
Are you Over 50? You are invited to gather and meet some new friends or gather with some old friends. Register for these two 
dates coming up this fall! Register online at the links below or at the Welcome Desk. Payment is due upon registration. You can 
pay via credit card online or in person at the Welcome Desk with cash or check. If you register online, you will receive a 
confirmation email once you register. If you don't receive one, that means your registration did not go through. Please resubmit or 
contact Pastor Kim at kim.neace@peopleofgrace.org. 

Thursday, September 18 from 12:00PM to 2:00PM – Country Western Shindig 
Register at peopleofgrace.org/over50country 
Celebrate some 60’s and 70’s Country-Western music led by professional host MARIO C., the same musician that led 
our “Over 50 Sock Hop.” Stomp, clap and sing-along to music from the likes of Willie Nelson, Tennessee Ernie Ford, 
Johnny Cash, Roger Miller, and many others. Be sure to wear your Western duds and try your hand at a simple 
square dance and a couple of line dances led by our own Pastor Kim. 

Thursday, December 4 from 12:00PM to 2:00PM – Trip to Antarctica 
Register at peopleofgrace.org/over50antarctica  
You are invited to join the Over 50 Cruise Ship as we travel to Antarctica. The tour guide is our very own Bobbi 
Khant sharing her travelogue. We may even see a few penguins if we are lucky!

http://peopleofgrace.org/divorcecare
mailto:richard.newell@peopleofgrace.org
mailto:BPacanowski@FranklinSports.com
mailto:wcfronk1@gmail.com
mailto:kim.neace@peopleofgrace.org
http://peopleofgrace.org/over50country
http://peopleofgrace.org/over50antarctica
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United Women in Faith 
You’re Invited! 
Are you new to Grace or wanting to join a wonderful group of women in service and fellowship? Then 
join United Women in Faith! United Women in Faith would like to invite all women to join us for our 
general meetings coming up this year, or join a circle, the Grace quilters group, the Mistletoe workshop 
group, prayer shawl knitters or crocheters, or the book discussion group. There are many opportunities to 
become involved and meet and connect with other women who want to participate to take action on the 
behalf of women, youth, and children in local, national, and global communities. We hope you will join us 
for our upcoming meetings. 

United Women in Faith September General Meeting 
Tuesday, September 2 
9:25AM Meet in lower lot at church if you want to carpool 
9:50AM Meet as a group at McDonald Farm at the Conservation Foundation at 10S404 Knoch Knolls Road, Naperville, IL 
10:00AM Program: We will tour the Conservation Foundation and MacDonald Farm  
The Conservation Foundation, founded in 1972, is one of our area’s largest not-for-profit land and watershed conservation 
organizations dedicated to preserving and restoring open space, protecting rivers and watersheds, and promoting stewardship of 
the environment in northeastern Illinois. 
  
Following the tour, lunch will be at Sweet Toast at 2035 S. #135 Washington St., Naperville, IL 60565. Please RSVP to Ruth Wills, 
ruthlwills1@gmail.com no later than August 25 as the numbers are needed for the Conservation Foundation and the restaurant. 
Looking forward to a great time. 

United Women in Faith October General Meeting 
Tuesday, October 7 in Fellowship Hall 
9:15AM Coffee, tea, and socializing 
9:30AM Program: Sharing Connections from Downers Grove given bySpeaker Mia Charma, Director of Development 
Sharing Connections makes available to needy families household items, furniture and clothing items, offered by the community 
and business organizations.  Their mission is to “share good things with good people”. We will also receive our Annual Thank 
Offering at this meeting. Following the meeting, Priscilla Circle will host a light luncheon for a suggested donation of $3.00. All 
women are welcome! 

** No United Women in Faith General Meeting in November **  

Mistletoe Marketplace 
Saturday, November 8 at 9:00AM to 2:00PM in Fellowship Hall  
United Women in Faith Fundraiser for Missions 
There will be many handcrafted items, quilt items, a quilt drawing, Café, baked goods, and a silent auction of many wonderful 
items! All proceeds from Mistletoe Marketplace and the Quilt drawing benefit United Women in Faith Mission projects that 
support women, youth and children locally, nationally, and globally. We hope you will come and help support this wonderful 
event! It is a great opportunity to do your holiday shopping! 
  
If you are interested in making items for Mistletoe Marketplace, contact Barbara Le Master at blemaster16@gmail.com or Vera 
McDonald at veramc333@gmail.com. If you are interested in joining the Quilters of Grace Group, contact Sandy Bray at 
braysnap@aol.com or Nancy Lindberg at nanjquilter27@gmail.com. 
More information to come! 
  
United Women in Faith December General Meeting 
Tuesday, December 2 in Fellowship Hall  
9:15AM Coffee, tea, and socializing 
9:30AM Program: “Cookies and Caroling: History of Carols,” presented by Ruth Wills, spiritual Growth Coordinator. Following the 
program, there will be a cookie exchange and a light luncheon hosted by the Leadership Team for a suggested donation of $3.00. 
                               
                                                                               
Interested in learning more about United Women in Faith and our mission projects? Visit peopleofgrace.org/uwf on Grace’s 
website or contact Jaci Tschirhart, United Women in Faith President, at green.tschirhart@gmail.com. If you would like to join Grace 
United Women in Faith, or a monthly Circle, contact Erin O’Brien at eobrien1451@gmail.com.
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All Church Book Read Fall 2025 
Practicing the Way: Be with Jesus, Become like Him, Do as He Did by John Mark Comer 
Who Are You Following? 
Everyone is being shaped by someone—or something. Whether we realize it or not, we’re all disciples. The real 
question is: Who—or what—is forming you? 
If you’re sensing a deeper call… 
If your heart longs for more than just going through the motions… 
If you want to live intentionally, grounded in purpose and powered by God’s Spirit—then this journey is for you. 
Join us this fall for Practicing the Way 
This 8-week book and group experience is an invitation to a life of transformation. Together, we’ll discover how 
arranging our lives around the patterns and practices of Jesus opens us to the very power that raised him from 
the dead. This isn’t about behavior modification. It’s about becoming who you were created to be. Inspiration 
meets action. Faith meets formation. This is your moment to grow—deeper, fuller, truer—in the way of Jesus. 
Here’s how to get started: 

• Get the book: Practicing the Way by John Mark Comer (order from your favorite bookseller) 
• Join a group: Sign up now for an 8-week discussion group on Mondays beginning September 15 at 1:00PM to 2:30PM or 

6:00PM to 7:30PM 
• Explore more: Visit practicingtheway.org for free downloadable resources 
• Worship with us: A sermon series aligned with the book begins September 14, 2025. 
• Sign up today: Register at peopleofgrace.org/practicingtheway  

Come discover the practices that shape a life—and a world—transformed by Jesus. Let’s practice the way together.

Grace Cares Ministry 
Is God calling you to serve? Do you have a heart for people who are hurting? Do you have a passion to help 
people heal through Christ?  If this describes you, please pray about becoming involved in Grace Cares 
Ministry. We have many different types of volunteer roles available on our ministry team, including Stephen 
Minister, Prayer Team, and leading a support group like GriefShare or DivorceCare. To learn more, 
contact Richard Newell at richard.newell@peopleofgrace.org or 630 947-9311.
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